
 Export value
 €7.6 billion

8,940 ha of greenhouses, 
5,340 of which grow greenhouse 

vegetables and 3,600 ornamentals

 Greenhouse horticulture contributes 
€7.4 billion to the Dutch 
economy, or 1.1% of our GDP

(Gross Domestic Product)
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 Production value
 €6 billion
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2017

2,780  professional greenhouse
horticultural businesses in the Netherlands, 
1,180 of which grow greenhouse vegetables 

and 1,600 ornamentals

WATER & ENVIRONMENT

Water-efficient greenhouse

 Ambition: To have all 
greenhouse growers working with 
a closed water cycle by 2027.

More and more growers are collecting 
rainwater to prevent flooding.
Greenhouse growers’ rainwater reservoirs 
are ideal for temporarily storing large 
quantities of rainwater. By reducing water 
levels in the reservoirs over time, they can 
make more space to collect rainwater in 
heavy downpours, thus preventing roads 
from flooding.

Dutch growers use the water they need to 
grow their vegetables, flowers and plants 
extremely efficiently.
By closing the water cycle and recovering 
more and more water from the air, they are 
vastly reducing the amount of water they 
need. As a result, the Dutch greenhouse 
horticulture industry has one of the most 
water-efficient cultivation systems in 
the world.

Innovation is the norm in the Dutch greenhouse horticulture 
sector. Greenhouses are on their way to becoming 
closed production ecosystems, or circular greenhouses. 
Society benefits from the innovations being developed by 
entrepreneurs in the greenhouse horticulture industry.

  Growers are investing in geothermal energy, thus also 
indirectly heating houses, swimming pools and factories

  Greenhouses collect rainwater to prevent flooding in 
residential districts

  The greenhouse horticulture industry provides jobs,  
economic growth and technological momentum

  With healthy, tasty vegetables and beautiful, high-quality 
flowers and plants, the greenhouse horticulture industry 
contributes to everyone’s health and wellbeing.
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 Greenhouse vegetable growers use
90% natural predators  

 to control pests, while flower and
pot plant growers use almost 55%

The environmental impact of the use
of plant protection products has 

 fallen by 90-95% in 15 years

20 geothermal sources

 7.3% of the energy
growers use comes from

 renewable sources

1990

2019

1990

2019

1990

2019

 Almost 60% less fuel is
needed to produce ornamentals

and protected vegetables
than in 1990

 Natural gas used
to grow crops: 

2 billion m3

74,200 people 
work in greenhouse horticulture. In the peak 
period, this rises to 125,000 permanent 

staff, temporary workers and freelancers

 The wage bill amounts to €650 million 
excluding payroll taxes. 

 €1.3 billion including temporary workers

CO2 emissions:  
5.7 megatons

1990

2019

6,5% van het
energiegebruik komt uit
duurzame bronnen

2,340 horticultural businesses
 have permanent staff

ENERGY LABOUR PLANT HEALTH

Climate-neutral greenhouse

 Ambition: To make the Dutch 
greenhouse horticulture sector 
climate-neutral by 2040.

Decent employer 

 Ambition: To raise the profile 
of the greenhouse horticulture 
industry as an attractive 
employer. We offer people the 
opportunity to be versatile.

Healthy crops

 Ambition: To be growing 
the healthiest products, based 
on strong crops, prevention, 
biological pest control and 
almost zero emissions by 2030. 

Fact 1 Fact 3 Fact 4

The Dutch greenhouse horticulture sector is 
the first and largest user of geothermal heat.
We greenhouse growers save 250 million m3 
of natural gas per year by using geothermal 
heat. That’s the equivalent of 6.5% of all the 
gas used in the sector. By 2040 we will be 
using significantly less heat than today.

The Dutch greenhouse horticulture sector 
has vastly reduced its CO2 emissions.
Total CO2 emissions from greenhouse 
horticulture are 14% lower than in 1990, 
while CO2 emissions from growing alone 
are a massive 36% lower. We have been 
able to reduce our CO2 emissions by using 
sustainable energy and energy-saving 
measures.

Horticultural regions provide employment.
Greenhouse growers offer a wide range of 
production jobs. With ever more upscaling,
mechanisation, robotisation and international-
isation, demand for people in senior and middle 
management roles in sales and marketing, 
laboratories and research, technology,  
logistics and HR policy is growing strongly.

Vegetables, flowers and pot plants from 
Dutch greenhouses are the cleanest in 
the world.
The Netherlands is the birthplace of biological 
crop protection. Every year we use more 
than 15 billion insects and mites to eliminate 
harmful pests. These natural predators 
replace the majority of chemicals.
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