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European Affordable Housing Plan 
 
All year round, Europe can enjoy the tastiest fruits and vegetables and the prettiest 
flowers and plants through controlled environment agriculture (CEA). Harvesting these 
crops is more and more done by machines and robots. Growing virtually autonomous by 
2050 is the ambition of this high-tech sector. Skilled people, however, will always 
remain needed to manage the cultivation. Due to seasonality and local labour shortage, 
employment moves many migrant workers to our greenhouses. Adequate housing to 
protect this vulnerable group is crucial. To relieve the local housing market and 
support housing supply in Europe, CEA welcomes the European Affordable Housing Plan 
to endorse the construction of housing for workers on commercial properties.  
 
Fruits and vegetables are not just delicious but healthy too. Europe’s growing and aging 
population does not just need more healthy nutrition in order to be fed, but also to foster 
its public health and well-being. Meanwhile, flowers and plants green and cool our cities, 
restore biodiversity, mitigate climate change, and improve people’s health.  
 
To meet year-round demand for fruits, vegetables, flowers, and plants in Europe, high-
tech systems as CEA enable these crops to be grown as automated as possible. Robotisation 
and digitalisation will further accelerate our transition to autonomous growing to reducing 
our labour demand. Until then, migrant labour for harvesting our delicious, healthy, and 
green crops remains essential. Ensuring affordable and solid housing is a key pillar in 
ensuring fair working conditions for these workers. Something growers are eager to provide 
themselves, as skilled workers will continue to be necessary to steer our high-tech, 
automatic cultivation in the future.   
 
To support housing supply in Europe:   

• The European Strategy for Housing Construction should encourage Member States 
to allow construction of housing for own workers on commercial property to 
decrease impact on the local housing market. This requires too the development of 
a business case for high-quality housing. To raise the productivity of housing supply, 
fatal deadlines should be included in the permitting procedure to speeding up 
permitting with granting a permit by operation of law if these deadlines are 
unjustifiably exceeded.  
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